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REQUEST FOR A STATEMENT BY THE ETHICS COMMITTEE

The Human Sciences Ethics Committee at Novia provides statements upon request to Novia staff and to students conducting thesis work at the Master’s level (högre YH). If a thesis is planned to be carried out in a way that requires ethical review, the student must apply for it from the ethics committee together with their supervisor.  

The committee does not issue statements on Bachelor’s level theses (YH) except in cases determined as exceptional by the committee. It is recommended that a Bachelor's level thesis should not involve a research design that requires an ethical review. If there is uncertainty about whether a review is needed, the student should discuss this with their supervisor.  

When you evaluate your need for an ethical review, you should familiarize yourself with the information provided here. 

A request for an ethical review should be sent by e-mail to the committee’s email address: etiskanamnden@novia.fi at the latest two weeks before the committee’s next meeting. Make sure you include all necessary documents and name the documents according to the instructions given (see below, section 11).

1. Researcher’s contact information

[bookmark: Text1]Name:      
[bookmark: Text2]Subject:      
[bookmark: Text3]Address:      

[bookmark: Text4]Telephone:      
[bookmark: Text5]E-mail:      
 
2. Title of the research plan
	     






3. Commissioner and/or funder of the research (if applicable) 

     

4. Supervisor of the thesis work including contact information (if applicable) 
Name, title, address, telephone, e-mail

[bookmark: Teksti8]     

5. Information on the research

[bookmark: Text7][bookmark: Text8][bookmark: Text9][bookmark: Text10][bookmark: Text11][bookmark: Text12]Estimated time period:      /     /20      -      /     /20     

A summary of the research plan (max. 1 page) is attached to the request for a statement. The summary may be written in English, Swedish, or Finnish. The summary must contain information at least about the aim of the research, methods for data collection and analysis, and expected results. All aspects that may be considered relevant for an ethical review of research should be stated in this summary.  
  
6. The reason for the request for a review
The researcher must request a review from the Ethics Committee if the research contains one of the following items (please check the relevant boxes):
□ 1. Participation in the research deviates from the principle of informed consent.
□ 2. The research involves intervening in the physical integrity of research participants.
□ 3. The focus of the research is on minors under the age of 15, without separate consent from a parent or carer, or without informing a parent or carer in a way that would enable them to prevent the child’s participation in the research.
□ 4. Research that exposes participants to exceptionally strong stimuli.
□ 5. Research that involves a risk of causing mental harm that exceeds the limits of normal daily life to the research participants or their family members or others closest to them.
□ 6. Conducting the research could involve a threat to the safety of participants or researchers, or their family members or others closest to them.
□ 7. The journal selected for publication of the results requires an ethical review.
□ 8. The coursework requires an ethical review.
□ 9. Other. Motivation:
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7. Object of the research
Briefly describe who or what is the object of the study.

     



8. Consent
Briefly describe the procedure to be used to obtain consent (a form for obtaining informed consent should be drawn up and attached to the review request).
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9. How do you motivate research involving people who are unable to give informed consent (due to incapacity or the research design)?

	[bookmark: Text20]     




10. Date and signature  


_____/ ___/20___	____________________________________			

11. Appendices to the request

Please use the list of mandatory attachments below as a checklist to ensure all required annexes are included. 

Please name the documents in the manner described below:

[ ] Annex 1. A summary of the research plan (1 page). 
[ ] Annex 2. Assessment of the ethical nature of the research by the person responsible for the research or the thesis supervisor. The assessment should address the potential risks or harm the research may cause to the participants, the researcher, or their close ones, as well as the researcher’s plan for preventing such risks.  
[ ] Annex 3. Research plan (max. 5 pages, excluding the title page, table of contents, and references), including a description of the recruitment of research participants 
[ ] Annex 4. Data management plan (for example, using DMP Tuuli).
[ ] Annex 5. Information sheet for research participants. 
[ ] Annex 6. Consent form for research participants.
[ ] Annex 7. Privacy notice.
[ ] Annex 8. Other materials to be given to the participants (e.g. questionnaire, interview guide).
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